
Paul R. Brown Leadership Academy 
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

March 11, 2021 
Paul R. Brown Leadership Academy Board of Trustees meeting was held at 4:00pm on Thursday, 
March 11, 2021 via Zoom. 
 
CALL TO ORDER Meeting was called to order by Dr. Leroy Purdie at 4:02pm. Pledge of 
Allegiance by board members and others in attendance. Welcome by President Dr. Leroy 
Purdie.  
 
ROLL CALL /QUORUM Roll Call by Joyce A. McLaughlin.  Members present were: Dr. Leroy 
Purdie, Mrs. Annie Walker, Mr. Roland T. McKoy, III, Dr. Jack Albert, Mr. Walter Drummond and 
Joyce A. McLaughlin.  Others present Superintendent Keisha White, Col. Carl T. Lloyd, Mrs. 
Jacinda Corbett, Mrs. Theresa Lloyd, Mrs. Minnie Price and Dr. Lisa Swinson. We do have 
quorum. 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA Motion made by Dr. Jack Albert and seconded by Walter Drummond to 
adopt the agenda. Vote was unanimous. Motion carried. 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES Motion made by Walter Drummond seconded by Jack 
Albert to approve minutes for February 11, 2021.  Vote was unanimous. Motion carried.  
 
CLOSED SESSION Motion was made by Dr. Jack Albert and seconded by Walter Drummond to go 
into closed session. Vote was unanimous. Motion carried. Motion made by Walter Drummond 
and seconded by Dr. Jack Albert to exit closed session. Vote was unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT Ms. Jacinda Corbett emailed copies of financial report  
 to board members. The report was reviewed and discussed. Motion was made by Dr. Jack            
Albert and seconded by Walter Drummond to approve financial report for February 2021. Vote 
was unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT/HEAD OF SCHOOL Superintendent Keisha White shared principal’s report 
with board members.  March 10, 2021 Governor Cooper and lawmakers reached a deal to 
reopen North Carolina Schools. The plan calls for all elementary schools to open under “Plan A,” 
a category that means full in-person classes without the distancing requirements of “Plan 
B”which has typically been implemented as a mix of in-person and online instruction to cut 
class sizes and spread students out.  Middle schools and high schools around the state would 
pick from Plan A, Plan B or a blend of both under the deal. The difference is based on ages.   



Older students are thought to transmit the virus that causes COVID-19 more easily than 
younger children. All grades still have to provide parents with an online-only option. The 
language in this bill does not apply to public charter schools. 
Cooper’s administration could still shut schools down by order but only district by district, not 
with a sweeping statewide order. Schools would then have up to 21 days to implement the bill.  
On March 4, 2021 the Parents of Cadets Advisory: Rising to the Challenge group hosted their 
first parent engagement session on campus. Topics discussed were student motivation, parent 
engagement, and the benefits of coming to school each day. Parent meetings will be held once 
a month. A portion of funding from our Innovative Partnership Grant will help assist the school  
with parent engagement. The second round of Moderna Vaccinations will take place the week 
of March 22.  Paul R. Brown Leadership Academy is Partnering with Fish Out of Water Career 
Development Center. This grant funded organization will assist grades 7-12 students  
throughout Bladen County with college and career exploration, tutoring, goal setting, and 
maintaining healthy relationships to name a few. We will open up registration to cadets.  The 
academy is continuing to make progress on our school library. We have purchased print and 
digital books, shelving and a library management system all funded from our Innovative 
Partnership Grant. We just received our first shipment of books today. We will begin school 
wide remediation in the upcoming weeks for all EOG and EOC tested areas. Our current 
enrollment is 122 cadets. We are still in our open enrollment period to receive applications for 
the 2021-2022 school year. 
PUBLIC COMMENT –NONE 
OLD BUSINESS School is still waiting to hear from ERC . 
NEW BUSINESS Dr. Purdie asked if the end of grade testing will take place this year. 
Superintendent White said testing would resume this year and cadets will be in the building for 
testing. She also stated that the school will not use Acadia North Star grant writing. PRBLA will 
continue to use the assistance of Mrs. Theresa Lloyd, Mrs. Jacinda Corbett and Dr. Lisa Swinson 
grant writing coach.  We have 28 new registered cadets that applied to attend PRBLA. They will 
be coming from Lumberton, Fayetteville and Bladen County. Mr. Roland T. Mckoy, III shared 
that he met with contractors to determine how gymnasium can be repaired.  Col. Carl T. Lloyd 
reported several repairs have been made to the school. The laundry room has been changed to 
the Superintendent’s record room. Dr. Jack Albert gave an update on the school’s foundation. 
He has prepared 3 letters to solicit funds for the foundation.  
ADJOURNMENT Motion made by Walter Drummond and seconded by Dr. Jack Albert to 
adjourn.  Vote was unanimous. Motion carried. Meeting was adjourned at 5:02pm.The next 
meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 8, 2021 at 4pm. 
  
Recorded by, 
Joyce A. McLaughlin, Secretary 


